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Dear Sir: 



DECLARATION 



I, Robert Bernstein, a citizai of the United States, do hereby declare as follows. 

1) That I reside at 91 Meadow View Drive, Northfield, Illinois 60093. 

2) That I am the sole inventor of the above-identified patent application. 

3) That I originally conceived the idea of distributing promotional materials from a 
third-party database, as described in the above-identified patent application, in the early 
part of 2000. 

4) That it occurred to me that conventional methods of distributing promotional 
materials to consumers were grossly inefficient. 
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5) That it occurred to me that the inefficiencies were due to the difficulty in 
matching promotional materials with consumers who actually have an interest in such 
materials. 

6) That it also occurred to me that conventional methods of collecting consumer 
information fails to portray the true scope of a consumer's interests. 

7) That it occurred to me that if promotional materials could be matched with a 
consumer who had an interest in the materials, then the consumer may be willing to 
participate in and contribute to the process that delivers such information, 

8) That it occurred to me that consumers may actually want to provide information 
about their preferences if such information could be protected. 

9) That it occurred to me that a third-party database would be necessary to 
accumulate consumer information in order to protect the information and to avoid the 
perception that any one vendor or payment organization had an advantage over another 
vendor or payment organization. 

1 0) That I described my completed invention in detail to my wife Joaime Bernstein 
during an extended hike through Johnson Canyon near Lake Louise, Canada prior to July 
31, 2000 as evidenced by the attached Declaration by her. As described in paragraphs 4- 
10 of my wife's Declaration, my description described a computer-based method of 
identifying potential customers for delivery of promotional materials from vendors. I 
explained that the method uses a third-party database that collects data files about 
customers sometimes at the request of, and directly from, the customers and that the 
third-party database is separate from any vendor. I explained that vendors may provide 
customer profiles to the third party database for targeting potential customers for deliver) 
of the promotional materials, that the customer profile may be based upon a geographic 
locale of potential customers, upon a subject matter of actual purchases and/or customer 
preferences. I explained that a comparator within the database of the third party searches 
the customer files within the database and identifies customers that match the customer 
profile and where, in order to preserve customer privacy, customer data is released to the 
vendor in simmiary form only. I explained that promotional materials may be forwarded 
to the identified customers by either the database or vendor. I explained that promotional 
materials may be forwarded by detecting a purchase by an identified customer and 
printing out coupons at a point of sale or by e-mailing the coupon to the customer. 

1 1) That the attached copy of my credit card invoice shows my presence at the Lake 
Louise Post Hotel at the time of disclosure to my wife. 

12) That the attached copy of my personal calendar shows that the hike through 
Johnson Canyon occurred at that time. 

13) That in October 2000, 1 contacted Mr. Jon Christensen of Welsh & Katz, Ltd. to 
begin preparing the above-identified patent application on my invention. 
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14) That in December of 2000, 1 sent an e-mail to Mr, Christensen setting forth many 
of the salient features of my invention. 



15) That Mr. Christensen proceeded to prepare a patent application based upon my e- 
mail of December 2000 and upon subsequent discussions that I had with Mr. Christensen. 

1 6) That the above-identified patent application was filed on February 5, 2001 . 

17) I further hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 1 8 U.S.C. 
§1001, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is 
directed. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 



DECLARATION 

I, Joanne Bernstein, a citizen of the United States, do hereby declare as follows. 



1) That I reside at 91 Meadow View Drive, Northfield, Illinois 60093. 

2) That I am the wife of Robert Bernstein, who is the sole inventor of the above- 
identified patent application. 

3) That my husband first discussed his invention in detail with me during an 
extended hike through Johnson Canyon near Lake Louise, Canada. 
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4) That my husband described his invention as a method of identifying consumers 
for delivery of promotional materials from vendors, 

5) That my husband said that his method uses a third-party database that is separate 
from any vendor and that the third-party database collects data files about customers 
sometimes at the request of, and directly from, the customers. 

6) That my husband said that vendors provide customer profiles to an operator of the 
third party database for targeting potential customers for delivery of the promotional 
materials and that the customer profile may be based upon a geographic locale of 
potential customers, upon a subject matter of actual purchases and/or customer 
preferences. 

7) That my husband said that a comparator within the database of the third party 
searches the customer files within the database and identifies customers that match the 
customer profile and where, in order to preserve customer privacy, customer data is 
released to the vendor in summary form only. 

8, That my husband said that promotional materials are forwarded to the identified 
customers by either the database or vendor, 

9) Other parts of the invention described by my husband include detecting a 
purchase by an identified customer and printing out coupons at a point of sale or e- 
mailing the coupon to the customer. 

1 0) I fiirther hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willfiil false statements 
and the Uke so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, xmder 1 8 U.S.C. 
§1001, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 



application or any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is 
directed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
^ Joanne Bernstein 
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